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That the navy of Carthage was much larger and more im-
portant than the army was natural enough. The competition
for power with Syracuse, the other Greek colonies in Sicily
and with Rome, obliged Carthage to keep her marine, despite
often great losses and depletion, on the highest footing. We
find in Diodorus, Polybius, Appian and Aristotle much
more detail regarding the navy than the army of Carthage.
The splendid harbors and fleets and organization are fully
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set forth. As a rule the " long " or war ships were triremes,
carrying some three hundred rowers and one hundred and
twenty soldiers; but the use by Alexander of larger ships,
and especially their increase in size by Demetrius Poliorcetes,
gave an impetus to naval architecture everywhere, and we find
quinquiremes and even a septireme in the war against Pyrrhus,
and in the First Punic War. Quinquiremes were thencefor-
ward common in the Carthaginian navy. The increase in
rowers in these latter brought greater speed and ability to
manoeuvre and made them much more dangerous in battle.
On the whole, the Carthaginian ships were ahead of any others,
and the size of their fleets was remarkable. In the battle
against Regulus, as we are told by Polybius, no less than three
hundred and fifty Carthaginian ships were engaged, containing
one hundred and fifty thousand rowers and soldiers, while
Regulus had three hundred and thirty galleys, with one hun-
dred and forty thousand men aboard. Fifty Carthaginianhen associated
